\^\ United States Patent and Tradema rk Office 
U ■ 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United Stirt^s .Patentand Trademark Office 
Address>gfDM M I^JON h KTO R PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/697,688 


10/31/2003 


Bill Serra 


200313958-1 


9830 



22879 7590 12/22/2006 

HEWLETT PACKARD COMPANY 
P 0 BOX 272400, 3404 E. HARMONY ROAD 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ADMINISTRATION 
FORT COLLINS, CO 80527-2400 



EXAMINER 



DEBROW, JAMES J 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2176 



SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD OF RESPONSE 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



3 MONTHS 12/22/2006 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire 6 MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 10/06) 





Application No. 


Appticant(s) 


Office Action Summary 


10/697,688 


SERRA ET AL 


cxamin6r 


Art Unit 






James J. Debrow 


2176 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address « 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 November 2006 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in con<dition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K1 Claim{s) 1-3,5-21 and 23-34 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim($) 1-3,5-21 and 23-34 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)D Some * c)^ None of: 

1 ,□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachnient(s) 

1) K Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) . 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/I\/lall Date , 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Sumnnary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20061218 



Application/Control Number: 10/697.688 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2176 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 , This action is responsive to communications: Request For Continued 
Examination (RCE) filed 15 Nov. 2006. 

2, Claims 1-3. 5-21, and 23-34 are pending in this case. Claims 1, 9, 17, 25 and 30 
are independent claims. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

3. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 15 Nov. 
2006 has been entered. 

Applicant Response 

4. In Applicant's Response dated 15 Nov. 2006, Applicant amended Claims 1, 9, 
17, 25 and 30; cancelled Claim 4; argued against all rejections previously set forth in the 
Office Action. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-3, 5-21, and 23-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Adier et al. (Patent No.: 6,138,130; Date of Patent: Oct. 24, 
2000) (hereinafter 'AdIer'), in view of Hsiung et al. (Pub. No. US 2003/0144746 Al; 
Filing Date: Mar. 9, 2001) (hereinafter 'Hsiung'). 

In regards to independent claim 1, AdIer discloses a method implemented by a 
computerized system comprising: 

receiving data from a data source (col. 13, lines 20-24; AdIer discloses the source 
of the data for the system may be a computer memory or a remote database computer 
system accessible through a computer network such as a local area network.). 

displaying of the electronic spreadsheet to a user, wherein the electronic 
spreadsheet indicates the geographical location of the data source from a display of the 
data portion inserted at the determined location (col. 6, lines 43-56; AdIer discloses the 
displaying means may include a CRT display which presents the user with a 
spreadsheet-like visual presentation. Using the broadest interpretation, it would have 
been obvious that the spreadsheet presentation could contain the geographical location 
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of the data source from a display of the data portion inserted at the determined 
location). 

Adier does not expressly disclose determining a geographical location of the data 
source; 

determining a location in an electronic spreadsheet for placing at least a portion 
of the data, wherein the determined spreadsheet location is based on the determined 
geographical location of the data source; 

inserting the data portion in the electronic spreadsheet at the determined 
spreadsheet location; 

However. Hsiung teaches determining a geographical location of the data source 
(0364, lines 1-3; 0365; Hsiung teaches mapping the location spreadsheet to sensors, 
which is considered a data source. Hsiung further teaches a function may be provides 
which enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the 
spreadsheet. Thus, determining placement location of data within the electronic 
spreadsheet, based on the location of information from the data- source.). 

determining a location in an electronic spreadsheet for placing at least a portion 
of the data, wherein the determined spreadsheet location is based on the determined 
geographical location of the data source (0365; Hsiung teaches a function may be 
provides which enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in 
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the spreadsheet. Thus, determining placement location of data within the electronic 
spreadsheet, based on the location of information from the data source.). 

inserting the data portion in the electronic spreadsheet at the determined 
spreadsheet location (0365; Hsiung teaches a function may be provides which enables 
the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet. Thus, 
inserting the data portion in the electronic spreadsheet at the determined spreadsheet 
location.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Adier for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 2, AdIer discloses the method of claim 1, further 
comprises: transmitting the value to a spreadsheet program for display in the 
spreadsheet (column 22, lines 22-25; AdIer discloses the results of data calculations 
and manipulations are transmitted to the electronic spreadsheet.). 

AdIer does not disclose expressly the method of claim 1, further comprises: 
calculating, as a function of time, a value associated with the at least a portion of 
the data from the data source; 
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However. Hsiung teaches calculating, as a function of time, a value associated 
with the at least a portion of the data from the data source (0180; 0365; Hsiung teaches 
calculations can be a time weighted value, a mathematical weighted value, and others. 
Hsiung further teaches a function may be provides which enables the Model Builder to 
associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet. Thus, determining 
placement location of data within the electronic spreadsheet, based on the location of 
information from the data source.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Adier for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and control a process in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 3, AdIer does not disclose expressly using a 
portion of the data from the data source to control a device. 

However, Hsiung teaches using a portion of the data from the data source to 
control a device (0003; 0029; Simply put, Hsiung teaches how a device can be 
controlled by a single parameter/value.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with AdIer for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and a control process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 5, AdIer discloses a portion of the data and the 
location in the spreadsheet to a spreadsheet program, wherein the spreadsheet 
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program is operable to display the at least a portion of the data at the location (column 
1 , lines 35-39; column 4. lines 41-42). 

In regards to dependent claim 6, Adier discloses calculating a total from the at 
least a portion of the data from the data source; and determining a location in the 
spreadsheet for placing the total based on one or more of the location information for 
the data source and location information for the at least one other data source (column 
17, lines19-20& 25-29). 

AdIer does not expressly disclose calculating a total from the at least a portion of 
the data from the data source and at least a portion of data from at least one other data 
source physically located proximate the data source; 

However, Hsiung teaches calculating a total from the at least a portion of the 
data from the data source and at least a portion of data from at least one other data 
source physically located proximate the data source (0102; Simply put, Hsiung teaches 
in many embodiments data will be acquired from a plurality of sources. Using the 
broadest interpretation, the Examiner concludes the other source could be physically 
located proximate the data source.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with AdIer for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and a control process/device in real time (0045). 
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In regards to dependent claim 7, Adier does not disclose expressly determining 
a location in a spreadsheet based on ttie location inforniation for the data source 
comprises mapping the location information for the data source to a predetermined 
location in the electronic spreadsheet. . 

However, Hsiung teaches determining a location in a spreadsheet based on the 
location information for the data source comprises mapping the location information for 
the data source to a predetermined location in the electronic spreadsheet (0364, lines 1- 
3; 0365; Hsiung teaches mapping the location spreadsheet to sensors, which is . 
considered a data source. Hsiung further teaches a function may be provides which 
enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the 
spreadsheet. Thus, determining placement location of data within the electronic 
spreadsheet, based on the location of information from the data source.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to map the location information for the data source to a 
predetermined location in the spreadsheet. The motivation in doing so would have been 
for the ability to monitor and control a process in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 8, AdIer discloses: 
identifying a view to be displayed in the spreadsheet (column 4, lines 1-5); 
determining whether the at least a portion of the data from the data source is in 
the view (column 4, lines 1-5); and 
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transmitting the at least a portion of the data and the location in the electronic 
spreadsheet to a spreadsheet program in response to the at least a portion of the data 
being in the view, wherein the spreadsheet program is operable to display the at least a 
portion of the data at the location (column 1, lines 35-39; column 4, lines 41-42). 

In regards to independent claim 9, Adier discloses providing a display in the 
electronic spreadsheet to a user at least one of the data portions inserted in one of the 
determined spreadsheet locations, wherein the display indicates the separate 
geographical location of one of the plurality of sensors (col. 6, lines 43-56; AdIer 
discloses the displaying means may include a CRT display which presents the user with 
a spreadsheet-like visual presentation. Using the broadest interpretation, it would have 
been obvious that the spreadsheet presentation could contain the data portions inserted 
in one of the determined spreadsheet locations, wherein the display indicates the 
separate geographical location of one of the plurality of sensors,), 

AdIer does not disclose expressly a method of using an electronic spreadsheet to 
display information at locations in the spreadsheet associated with the origin of the 
information, the method comprising: 

receiving data from a plurality of sensors, each of the plurality of sensors situated 
at a separate geographical location; 

determining the separate geographical location of each of the plurality of 
sensors. 
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determining locations in tlie spreadslieet based on the determined separate 
geographical locations of the plurality of sensors such that one or more of at least a 
portion of the data from each of the plurality of sensors and a value is operable to be 
displayed in one or more of the locations in the electronic spreadsheet, wherein the 
value is calculated from at least some of the data from the plurality of sensors. 

inserting the data portion from each of the plurality of sensors in the electronic 
spreadsheet at each of the determined spreadsheet locations; 

However, Hsiung teaches a method of using a electronic spreadsheet to display 
information at locations in the spreadsheet associated with the origin of the information, 
the method comprising: 

receiving data from a plurality of sensors, each of the plurality of sensors situated 
at a separate geographical location (0030; 0031 ; 0034; 0102; 0447; Hsiung teaches the 
field devices are located at different locations.); 

determining the separate geographical location of each of the plurality of sensors 
(0364, lines 1-3; 0365; Hsiung teaches mapping the location spreadsheet to sensors, 
which is considered a data source. Hsiung further teaches a function may be provides 
which enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the 
spreadsheet. Thus, determining placement location of data within the electronic 
spreadsheet, based on the location of information from the data source.). 
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determining locations in tlie spreadslieet based on the determined separate 
geographical locations of the plurality of sensors such that one or more of at least a 
portion of the data from each of the plurality of sensors and a value is operable to be 
displayed in one or more of the locations in the electronic spreadsheet, wherein the 
value is calculated from at least some of the data from the plurality of sensors (0034; 
0364-0365; Hsiung teaches data fields from the spreadsheet from the spreadsheet may 
be mapped to the appropriate sensor. Hsiung further teaches a function may be 
provides which enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in 
the spreadsheet.). 

inserting the data portion from each of the plurality of sensors in the electrpnic 
spreadsheet at each of the determined spreadsheet locations (0365; Hsiung teaches a 
function may be provides which enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a 
column of data in the spreadsheet. Thus, inserting the data portion in the electronic 
spreadsheet at the determined spreadsheet location.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Adier for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and control a process in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 10, AdIer does not disclose expressly 
calculating, as a function of time, the value; and 
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the step of determining locations in tlie spreadslieet comprises determining a . 
location in the spreadsheet to display the value based on the location of at least one of 
the plurality of sensors. 

However, Hsiung teaches calculating, as a function of time, the value (0180; 
Hsiung teaches calculations can be a time weighted value, a mathematical weighted 
value, and others.). 

the step of determining locations in the spreadsheet comprises determining a 
location in the spreadsheet to display the value based on the location of at least one of 
the plurality of sensors (0034; 0364-0365; Hsiung teaches data fields from the 
spreadsheet from the spreadsheet may be mapped to the appropriate sensor. Hsiung 
further teaches a function may be provides which enables the Model Builder to 
associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet.)- 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Adier for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and control a process in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 11, AdIer does not disclose expressly controlling 
a device based on the value. 

However, Hsiung teaches controlling a device based on the value. (0003; 0029; 
Simply put, Hsiung et al. discloses how a device can be controlled by a single 
parameter/value.). 
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Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Adier for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and a control process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 12, AdIer discloses the step of determining 
locations in tlie spreadsiieet comprises: 

selecting cells in the electronic spreadsheet to display at least one of the at least 
a portion of the data and the value (column 5, lines 14-27). 

In regards to dependent claim 13, AdIer discloses transmitting the at least a 
portion of the data and the determined locations to a spreadsheet program, wherein the 
spreadsheet program is operable to display the at least a portion of the data in the 
determined locations (column 1, lines 35-39; column 4, lines 41-42). 

In regards to dependent claim 14, AdIer discloses 

dividing an area into a plurality of sections, the plurality of sensors being located 
in the area (column 4, lines 1-5; AdIer teaches/suggests the concept of the user 
selecting the manner of which the data is to be viewed. Using the broadest 
interpretation of AdIer teachings, the examiner concludes that AdIer teachings suggest 
determining/selecting/dividing a plurality of sensors into views); 

receiving a selection of a view including at least one of the plurality of sections 
(column 4, lines 1-5; AdIer teaches/suggests the concept of the user selecting the 
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manner of which the data is to be viewed. Using the broadest interpretation of Adier 
teachings, the examiner concludes that AdIer teachings suggest 
determining/selecting/dividing a plurality of sensors into views); 

determining whether any of the plurality of sensors are located in the at least one 
of the plurality of sections (column 4, lines 1-5; AdIer teaches/suggests the concept of 
the user selecting the manner of which the data is to be viewed. Using the broadest 
interpretation of AdIer teachings, the examiner concludes that AdIer teachings suggest 
determining/selecting/dividing a plurality of sensors into views); and 

transmitting data from the plurality of sensors located in the at least one of the 
plurality of sections and the determined locations for the plurality of sensors located in 
the at least one of the plurality of sections to a spreadsheet program operable to display 
the data from the plurality of sensors located in the at least one of the plurality of 
sections at the determined locations (column 1 , lines 35-39; column 4. lines 41-42). 

In regards to dependent claim 15, AdIer discloses 

calculating a total from the data from at least some of the sensors located in the 
at least one of the plurality of sections (column 17, lines19-20 & 25-35); and 

transmitting the total to a spreadsheet program operable to display the total at 
one of the determined locations associated with the at least some of the sensors 
(column 17, lines19-20 & 25-35). 
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Adier discloses the mathematical and display functionality of a spreadsheet 
program, which manipulates the data within the spreadsheet regardless of the source of 
the data (i.e. sensors, database, etc.). 

In regards to dependent claim 16, AdIer does hot disclose expressly 

determining locations in the spreadsheet comprises mapping the locations of the 
plurality of sensors to predetermined locations in the electronic spreadsheet 

However, Hsiung teaches determining locations in the spreadsheet 
comprises mapping the locations of the plurality of sensors to predetermined locations 
in the electronic spreadsheet (0034; 0364-0365; Hsiung teaches data fields from the 
spreadsheet from the spreadsheet may be mapped to the appropriate sensor. Hsiung 
further teaches a function may be provides which enables the Model Builder to 
associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with AdIer for the benefit of mapping data 
fields from the spreadsheet to the appropriate sensor, to obtain the invention as 
specified in the claim. 

In regards to independent claim 17, AdIer discloses wherein the computing 
platform conveys to a user, via the electronic spreadsheet, a display of the at least one 
data at one of the designated locations in the electronic spreadsheet to indicate the 
geographical location of at least one of the data sensor {col 6, lines 43-56; AdIer 
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discloses the displaying means may include a CRT display which presents the user with 
a spreadsheet-like visual presentation. Using the broadest interpretation, it would have 
been obvious that the spreadsheet presentation could display of the at least one data at 
one of the designated locations in the electronic spreadsheet to indicate the 
geographical location of at least one of the data sensor ) . 

Adier does not disclose expressly a system comprising: 
a plurality of data sensor; and 

a computing platform operable to identify a geographical location of each of the 
data sensors; the computing platform is further operable to designate locations in an 
electronic spreadsheet based on the identified geographical locations of the plurality of 
data sensors to display at the designate locations in the electronic spreadsheet at least 
one of the data from the plurality of sensors and a value calculated from the data from 
one or more of the plurality of sensors. 

However, Hsiung discloses a system comprising: 

a plurality of data sensor (0030. lines 1-2; 0034, lines 3-5; 0102; 0447); and 
a computing platform operable to identify a geographical location of each of the 
data sensors; the computing platform is further operable to designate locations in an 
electronic spreadsheet based on the identified geographical locations of the plurality of 
data sensors to display at the designate locations in the electronic spreadsheet at least 
one of the data from the plurality of sensors and a value calculated from the data from 
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one or more of the plurality of sensors (0034; 0364, lines 1-3; 0365; Hsiung teacfies 
data fields from the spreadsheet from the spreadsheet may be mapped to the 
appropriate sensor.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Adier for this benefit of being able to 
monitor and a control process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 18, Adier does not disclose expressly the 
computing platform is operable to calculate the value as a function of time. 

However, Hsiung teaches the computing platform is operable to 
calculate the value as a function of time (0180; Hsiung teaches calculations can be a 
time weighted value, a mathematical weighted value, and others.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Adier for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and control a process in real time (0045). 

in regards to dependent claim 19, Adier et al. discloses at least one other 
electronic spreadsheet operable to use data contained in the electronic spreadsheet to 
perform a mathematical function (column 17, lines 7-35). 
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In regards to dependent claim 20, Adier does not disclose expressly at least 
one device controlled by the computing platform based on the data from one or more of 
the plurality of data sources. 

However, Hsiung discloses at least one device controlled by the computing 
platform based on the data from one or more of the plurality of data sources (0003; 
0029; Sinnply put, Hsiung discloses how a device can be controlled by a single 
parameter/value.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with AdIer for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and a control process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 21. AdIer does not disclose expressly a 
configuration repository storing the data from the plurality of data sensors and the 
locations in the electronic spreadsheet for placing the data from the plurality of data 
sensors, wherein the computing platform is operable to retrieve the locations in the 
electronic spreadsheet from the configuration repository to determine where to place the 
data from the plurality of data sensors in the electronic spreadsheet. 

However, Hsiung teaches a configuration repository storing the data from the 
plurality of data sensors and the locations in the electronic spreadsheet for placing the 
data from the plurality of data sensors, wherein the computing platform is operable to 
retrieve the locations in the electronic spreadsheet from the configuration repository to 
determine where to place the data from the plurality of data sensors in the electronic 
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spreadsheet {00ZZ'0034\ 0364-0365; Hsiung teaches a database/repository is 
connected to a server which is useful for process control and monitoring functions. 
Hsiung teaches data fields from the spreadsheet from the spreadsheet may be; mapped 
to the appropriate sensor. Hsiung further teaches a function may be provides which 
enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the 
spreadsheet.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Adier for the benefit of mapping data 
fields from the spreadsheet to the appropriate sensor, to obtain the invention as 
specified in the claim. 

In regards to dependent claim 23, Adier does not disclose expressly the 
plurality of sensors comprises a plurality of sensors in a data center and the computing 
platform is operable to facilitate the placement of the data from the plurality of the 
sensors in the locations in the spreadsheet associated with locations of the plurality 
sensors in the data center. 

However, Hsiung discloses the plurality of sensors comprises a plurality of 
sensors in a data center and the computing platform is operable to facilitate the 
placement of the data from the plurality of the sensors in the locations in the 
spreadsheet associated with locations of the plurality sensors in the data center (0364- 
0365; 0034; 0102; 0447; Hsiung teaches data is acquired from a plurality of sources, for 
example field mounted devices such as sensors. Hsiung teaches data fields from the 
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spreadsheet from the spreadsheet may be mapped to the appropriate sensor. Hsiung 
further teaches a function may be provides which enables the Model Builder to 
associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Adier for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and a control process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 24, AdIer discloses the computing platform is 
operable to facilitate the generation of different views of the sensors in the data center, 
the different views being provided in the spreadsheet (column 4, lines 1-5). 

In regards to independent claim 25, AdIer discloses means for providing a 
display in the electronic spreadsheet to a user at least one of the data portions inserted 
in one of the determined spreadsheet locations, wherein the display indicates the 
separate geographical location of one of the plurality of sensors (col. 6, lines 43-56; 
AdIer discloses the displaying means may include a CRT display which presents the 
user with a spreadsheet-like visual presentation. Using the broadest interpretation, it 
would have been obvious that the spreadsheet presentation could contain at least one 
of the data portions inserted in one of the determined spreadsheet locations, wherein 
the display indicates the separate geographical location of one of the plurality of 
sensors.). 
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Adier does not disclose expressly means for receiving data from a plurality of 
sensors; 

means for determining a geographical location of each of the plurality ofsensors; 

means for determining locations in an electronic spreadsheet based on locations 
of the plurality of sensors such that one or more at least a portion of the data from each 
of the plurality of sensors and a value calculated from the data from one or more of the 
plurality of sensors is operable to be displayed in one or more of the locations in the 
electronic spreadsheet. 

However, Hsiung discloses 

means for receiving data from a plurality of sensors (0030; 0031; 0034; 0102; 
0447; Hsiung teaches the field devices are located at different locations); 

means for determining a geographical location of each of the plurality of sensors 
(0364, lines 1-3; 0365; Hsiung teaches mapping the location spreadsheet to sensors, 
which is considered a data source. Hsiung further teaches a function may be provides 
which enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the 
spreadsheet. Thus, determining placement location of data within the electronic 
spreadsheet, based on the location of information from the data source.). 

means for determining locations in a spreadsheet associated with locations of the 
plurality of sensors such that one or more at least a portion of the data from each of the 
plurality of sensors and a value calculated from the data from one or more of the 
plurality of sensors is operable to be displayed in one or more of the locations in the 
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spreadsheet (0034; 0364, lines 1-3; 0365; Hsiung teaches data fields from the 
spreadsheet from the spreadsheet may be mapped to the appropriate sensor.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Adier for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and a control process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 26, AdIer does not disclose expressly means for. 
calculating as a function of time the value. 

However, Hsiung discloses means for calculating as a function of time the value 
(0180; Hsiung teaches calculations can be a time weighted value, a mathematical 
weighted value, and others); 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with AdIer for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and control a process in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 27, AdIer does not disclose expressly means for 
controlling a device based on the calculated value. 

However, Hsiung discloses means for controlling a device based on the 
calculated value (0003; 0029; Simply put, Hsiung discloses how a device can be 
controlled by a single parameter/value.). 
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Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Adier for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and control a process in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 28, AdIer does not disclose expressly storage 
means for storing the data from the sensors and the locations in the 
spreadsheet, wherein the means for determining the locations in the spreadsheet is 
operable to retrieve the locations in the spreadsheet from the storage means based on 
the locations of the plurality of sensors. 

However, Hsiung discloses storage means for storing the data from 
the sensors and the locations in the spreadsheet wherein the means for determining 
the locations in the spreadsheet is operable to retrieve the locations in the spreadsheet 
from the storage means based on the locations of the plurality of sensors (0034; 0364- 
0365; Hsiung teaches data fields from the spreadsheet from the spreadsheet may be 
mapped to the appropriate sensor. Hsiung further teaches a function may be provides 
which enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the 
spreadsheet.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with AdIer for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and control a process in real time (0045). 
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In regards to dependent claim 29, Adier discloses means for receiving user 
selections associated witti a view to be displayed in the spreadslieet, the view including 
at least one of the data from one or more of the plurality of sensors and the value 
(column 4, lines 1-5). 

In regards to independent claim 30, AdIer discloses a computer readable 
medium on which is embedded a program, the program performing a method, the 
method comprising (column 4, lines 13-17): 

receiving data from a data source (col.13, lines 20-24; AdIer discloses the source 
of the data for the system may be a computer memory or a remote database computer 
system accessible through a computer network such as a local area network.); 

displaying of the electronic spreadsheet to a user, wherein the electronic 
spreadsheet indicates the geographical location of the data source from a display of the 
data portion inserted at the determined location (col. 6, lines 43-56; AdIer discloses the 
displaying means may include a CRT display which presents the user with a 
spreadsheet-like visual presentation. Using the broadest interpretation, it would have 
been obvious that the spreadsheet presentation could contain data indicating the 
geographical location of the data source from a display of the data portion inserted at 
the determined location), 

AdIer does not expressly disclose determining a geographical location of the data 
source; 
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determining a location in an electronic spreadsheet for placing at least a portion 
of the data, wherein the determined spreadsheet location is based on the determined 
geographical location of the data source] 

inserting the data portion in the electronic spreadsheet at the detemiined 
spreadsheet location. 

However, Hsiung teaches determining a geographical location of the data source 
(0364. lines 1-3; 0365; Hsiung teaches mapping the location spreadsheet to sensors, 
which is considered a data source. Hsiung further teaches a function may be provides 
which enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the 
spreadsheet. Thus, determining placement location of data within the electronic 
spreadsheet, based on the location of information from the data source.). 

determining a location in an electronic spreadsheet for placing at least a portion 
of the data, wherein the determined spreadsheet location is based on the determined 
geographical location of the data source (0365; Hsiung teaches a function may be 
provides which enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in 
the spreadsheet. Thus, determining placement location of data within the electronic 
spreadsheet, based on the location of information from the data source.). 

inserting the data portion in the electronic spreadsheet at the determined 
spreadsheet location (0365; Hsiung teaches a function may be provides which enables 
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the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet. Thus, 
inserting the data portion in the electronic spreadsheet at the. determined spreadsheet 
location.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Adier for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 31, Adier discloses a computer readable 
medium wherein the method comprises (column 4, lines 1 3-1 7): 

transmitting the value to a spreadsheet program for display in the spreadsheet 
(column 22, lines 22-25). . 

Adier et al. does not disclose expressly 

calculating, as a function of time, a value associated with the at least a portion of 
the data from the data source; 

However, Hsiung discloses calculating, as a function of time, a value associated 
with the at least a portion of the data from the data source (0180 line 3); 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Adier for the benefit of being able to 
monitor and control a process in real time (0045). 
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In regards to dependent claim 32, Adier discloses a computer-readable 
medium containing computer program code that, when used in conjunction with a 
computer will yield a computer-based system for improved data processing (column 4, 
lines 13-17) 

AdIer does not disclose expressly a method comprises the at least a portion of 
the data from the data source to control a device. 

However, Hsiung teaches using a portion of the data from the data source to 
control a device (0003; 0029; Simply put, Hsiung teaches how a device can be 
controlled by a single parameter/value.). 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with AdIer for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 33, AdIer discloses a computer-readable 
medium containing computer program code that, when used in conjunction with a 
computer will yield a computer-based system for improved data processing (column 4, 
lines 13-17; column 4, lines 44-48; column 13, lines 20-24). 

AdIer does not expressly disclose determining the location information for the 
data source, wherein the location information is associated v\/ith a physical location of 
the data source. 
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However, Hsiung teaches determining the location information for the data 
source, wherein the location information is associated with a physical location of the 
data source (0365; Hsiung teaches a function may be provides which enables the 
Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the spreadsheet. Thus, 
determining placement location of data within the electronic spreadsheet, based on the 
location of information from the data source.)- 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine Hsiung with Adier 'for the benefit of a computer- 
readable medium containing computer program code for monitoring and a controlling a 
process/device in real time (0045). 

In regards to dependent claim 34, Adier discloses the computer readable 
medium wherein the method further comprises transmitting the at least a portion of the 
data and the location in the spreadsheet to a spreadsheet program, wherein the 
spreadsheet program is operable to display the at least a portion of the data at the 
location (column 4, lines 13-17; column 1, lines 35-39; column 4, lines 41-42; AdIer 
discloses an objective is to provide a computer-readable medium containing computer 
program code for improved data processing. AdIer further discloses a spreadsheet 
application programs, being executed on a digital computer are referred to as electronic 
spreadsheets.). 
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Note 

7. It is noted that any citations to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the 
prior art references and any interpretation of the reference should not be considered to 
be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon 
for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. 
See, MPEP 2123. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 15 Nov. 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Claim Rejection Under 35 U.S.C, 101 

Examiner withdraws all previous 35 U.S.C. 101 claim rejections. 

Claim Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. 103 

Applicant argues, a display of the data portion at ttie determined location in the 
spreadsheet provides indication of the geographical location of the data source. In other 
words, these claims recite, a mapping from a geographical location of the data source to 
a location in a spreadsheet based on the geographical location of the data source. This 
claim mapping is not only in reverse to the data mapping in Hsiung et al. (which involves 
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mapping o f training data from a spreadslieet to import into tlie sensors), it is also done 
based on the determined geographical location of the data source (which Hsiung et al. 
completely disregards and does not factor into its reversed mapping). 

The Examiner disagrees. 

Hsiung teaches the field devices can include sensors, which upon acquiring 
information/data, the device/sensor may transfer the information/data to a server for . 
processing (0030-0033). Using the broadest reasonable interpretation, the Examiner 
concludes that "processing the information/data" includes but is not limited to mapping 
the sensor data from the server to a predetermined location within the spreadsheet. 
Therefore, Hsiung teaches mapping the location spreadsheet to sensors, which is 
considered a data source, Hsiung further teaches a function may be provides which 
enables the Model Builder to associate a sensor with a column of data in the 
spreadsheet. Thus, determining placement location of data within the electronic 
spreadsheet, based on the location of information from the data source (0364, lines 1-3; 
0365). The applicant states (Remarks, p. 13, 3^^ paragraph), a display of the data 
portion at the determined location in the spreadsheet provides indication of the 
geographical location of the data source. Thus, Hsiung teaches identifying/determ/n/ng 
a geographical location of the data source, which is not reverse to the data mapping of 
the claimed invention. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James J. Debrow whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5768. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JAMES DEBROW 

EXAMINER r 
ART UNIT 2176 V ^A^^^^^W-^ 




